


128

Conclusion

���������������������������������
�������������������
��� �
�
��
����������������
����	�������������������
�����������
�
��	���� ��� ����� ��	���� ����� ������� 
��
����� �� ������� �
�����������������������

���������������������	�����
�	�
�������� ��	
��� ��� ���������� �� ���	������ ��	� ����
��������

����������������������������������		�����������	���
	�����	����������������	����������������
�����������	�����
������
�
�����
����������������	������
��	����������������
����
������������������������������������������
������������
����������������	���
���
����������������	�����������		�	�
����������� ��

���������������������������	������������������
��	
��������������	��������	�������������������������������
��	� ���������������� ���� �������� ��� ��	
����� ������ �
���
��	������������
�����	�������
�������������������	����������
��
��������
�
�����������������������
�����	������������� �

FIGURE 130. Photography Layering - St 
Stanislaus Church and Little Italy 
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AppendixFIGURE 131.  St Stanislaus Church 
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1. Restoration Tower                                                  A1
As I arrive at the once industrial wasteland, the wind greets 
me and begins rustling through the various red pine and 
birch trees that cover the site. The sun peers through the 
arched windows and doors as I walk around the north 
side of the building, carrying memories in their curves. 
I begin to reflect on what was once here: the blackened 
rock that was patched with redtop and tickle grass and the 
stormwater coated in rust-colored runoff slicing through 
the landscape. The memory of that orange stream is hard to 
reconcile with the clear air and singing birds around me now. 

2. Interpretive park / Roast yard site   1899    A2
As I descend along Creighton Road, the landscape 
shifts once again. I arrive at what was once the roast 
yard, now reimagined but still heavy with its past. It 
fascinates me that this knowledge is beneath my feet, over 
a century ago, crushed ore and cordwood was stacked in 
combustible beds.145 The various trails lay out a narrative 
of the past, displaying remnants of the Coleman mine and 
slabs of nickel ore from Falconbridge. Steel sculptures 
are also situated throughout the park, compressed air 
trammers, drill steel cars, wheels and pulleys. I walk slowly, 
eyes tracing the lines of each artifact, letting their forms 
tell stories. 
145 Sudburysoilsstudy. Accessed December 13, 2024. http://www.sudburysoilsstudy.com/EN/media/
VolumeI/SSSVolChapter2HistoryoftheSudburySmeltersFINAL%20Jan2008.pdf.
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3. Copper Cliff Club   1916                                       A3
Continuing down Creighton Road, I have come across 
Copper Cliff Club. The club was built in 1916, it stood 
as a symbol of power and social division, its English 
half-timber style and $64,000 price tag meant to 
impress, and to also exclude.146 There was so much life in it’s 
interior, echoes of bowling pins crashing in the 
basement, the steady rhythm of swimmers doing laps in 
the pool, and the buzz of activity in the meeting rooms, 
billiard halls, and gymnasium.147 Although it makes me 
think of all the people who were never allowed to enter, 
only restricted to the Anglo-Saxons of the community. 

146	 The exercise of power in a company town: Copper Cliff, 1886-1980 University of Guelph 
(Canada) ProQuest Dissertations & Theses, 1989. Pg. 80

147	 Eileen A. Goltz, A Corporate View of Housing and Community in a Company Town: Copper 
Cliff, 1886-1920, n.d.

4. Orange Stream Canal                                         A4
As I continue the walking tour between Tennis Club Lane 
and Club Road, I come upon the preserved orange stream. 
The Copper Cliff United Church can be seen in the 
distance. This runoff and seepage has been left 
as a lesson for future generations and visitors. 
Water from the Copper Cliff tailings area, including 
runoff and seepage, runs through the community and is 
collected and directed through engineered drainage 
systems.148 These systems channel the water to 
lined water management ponds where it undergoes 
treatment processes to remove contaminants. Once 
treated, the water is discharged into local water bodies, 
including Junction Creek.149 Although by the end of phase 
4 of this project majority of these canals have been 
completely cleaned before they make their way to the 
water treatment plant. Utilizing ecological principles, 
such as wind-powered pumps and gravity-fed tanks. 
148	 Peter J. Beckett (Laurentian University Professor, Ecological Restoration Researcher), 
conversation with author, October, 28th, 2024
149	 Ibid

5. Copper Cliff United Church   1953                  A5     Knox Presbyterian Church   1903                       A6
Walking up to Copper Cliff United Church, I was drawn to the subtle trace of history behind it: the stone foundations of 
the old Knox Presbyterian Church [See A6], still embedded in the earth like a memory held close. Built in 1903, those 
stones once supported a sanctuary that served Sunday services and school.150 
150	 “Buildings of Note,” Copper Cliff Notes, accessed April 24, 2025, https://www.coppercliffnotes.com/buildings-of-note.html.
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5. Copper Cliff United Church   1953                  A7      A8
Entering the interior of the building I am drawn to the arched windows and doors, the stained glass 
catches the light and holds it, transforming it into colour. Walking through the narrow hallway, I feel a 
sense of anticipation. As I step into the sanctuary, the space opens up and I feel very calm in this moment. 
I look ahead, drawn to the communion table and pulpit which is framed by the stained glass window that 
depicts Christ the Good Shepherd. The window has this soft glow to it bracing itself against the evening sun. 

6. Copper Cliff Memorial Community Hall  1937    
A9
Arriving at Brystons, which was formerly the Copper Cliff 
Memorial Community Hall. I notice the distinct English, 
Elizabethan Manor House style with its pitched roofs 
and formal brick and stucco exterior bringing me back to 
another era. Families use to gather here and hold events 
in the auditorium. The building also included a gym and 
a lounge, but what truly set it apart at the time was its 
commitment to fairness and equality.151 Ensuring that 
everyone had equal opportunities and access to 
resources. Unlike previous Clubs, which were more 
exclusive, the Memorial Hall was open to everyone.

151	 The exercise of power in a company town: Copper Cliff, 1886-1980 University of Guelph 
(Canada) ProQuest Dissertations & Theses, 1989. Pg.88	

7.  St John The Divine   1911                                  A10
As I arrive at St. John the Divine Anglican Parish in Copper 
Cliff, my first thoughts are that this church has been 
standing here since the early 1900s. You can imagine the 
early congregation, back in 1907 and Mr. Yeomans, the 
former lay-reader, whose spirit of service helped guide 
those first steps toward permanence.152  The building itself 
was leased from the Canadian Copper Company and  
funding at first was a struggle.  The cornerstone was laid 
in 1910 by Bishop George Thorneloe in front of a large 
crowd, and just over a year later, the church was 
dedicated.153

152	 “St. John the Divine Anglican Parish (Copper Cliff, Ont.) Fonds,” St. John the Divine Anglican 
Parish (Copper Cliff, Ont.) fonds | Algoma University Archives, accessed April 24, 2025, http://archives.
algomau.ca/main/?q=node%2F19889.
153	 Ibid
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7. St John The Divine   1911                                     A11     A12
What impresses me as I walk inside the interior, is how well the original part of the church has aged [See A11] 
Archbishop managed major interior changes in 1963, these renovations included the interior of the church, new 
furnishings, new nave eating, chancel rail, stained glass windows, pews, and paneling in the sanctuary.154 The last 
renovations done on the church were finished in 1984.  Renovations included the completion of a new entrance way, 
rector’s office, kitchen, choir room, washrooms, and a new roof. 
154	 “St. John the Divine Anglican Parish (Copper Cliff, Ont.) Fonds,” St. John the Divine Anglican Parish (Copper Cliff, Ont.) fonds | Algoma University Archives, accessed April 24, 2025, http://archives.algomau.
ca/main/?q=node%2F19889.

8.  General Office  1902                                           A13     A14
The General Office building was built by Joe Martel, a stonemason from Rimouski whose work still speaks in silent arches 
and old beauty.155 I traced my fingers along the curved brick voussoirs over the windows, each wedge-shaped piece still 
holding its place. This place has had many journeys in its story, once the core of the Canadian Copper Company, later a 
police station, and now, a mix of private life and everyday businesses like Pat’s Barber Shop.156 As I stood looking at the 
building, everything around me was very still which was a vast contrast to the Copper Cliff Highlanders, lined in proud 
formation in front of the General Office. [See A14] I tried to picture this photograph in my mind as if it was a memory 
of my own, the various boots hitting the pavement in rhythm and the groups of people gathered around. It made me 
think about how much the community has changed. Many of the old celebrations have faded, but in their place, new 
ones have grown. From skating and curling club events to the annual Christmas Tree Lighting and neighborhood yard 
sales, the community continues to gather and there is beauty in that. 

155	 “Buildings of Note,” Copper Cliff Notes, accessed April 24, 2025, https://www.coppercliffnotes.com/buildings-of-note.html.
156	 Ibid
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9. Copper Cliff Mine   1896                                    A15
As I arrived at the streets where the Copper Cliff Mine 
once was booming with industry. The land, where shafts 
plunged 13 levels depth into the earth (384 meters),157 and 
produced ore under immense pressure. In the autumn 
of 1886, the Copper Cliff Mine was under contract to 
deliver 100,000 tons of ore to the Orford Refinery.158 The 
nickel was mixed with copper and at the time nickel was 
considered a worthless ‘Devil Metal’. This nearly brought 
the Canadian Copper Company to a stand still until 
Colonel Robert M. Thompson devised a method to 
untangle these metals.159 This land has been softened by 
the passage of time, the various streets now consisting 
of neatly trimmed lawns and porches. I find it’s hard to 
imagine that industry once thrived here, this 
neighborhood although calm, is a living monument to 
a place that helped forge not just metal, but also history.
157	 Bertulli, Margaret, Cheryl Daminato, and Rae Swan. A bit of the cliff : A brief histo-
ry of the town of Copper Cliff, Ontario, 1901-1972. Copper Cliff, Ont: Copper Cliff Museum, 1982. Pg. 5
158	 Ibid
159	 Ibid

10. Copper Cliff Hospital   1913                           A16
Approaching the Copper Cliff Hospital, the building, now a 
senior’s residence stands with pride. The buildings stone 
foundation and concrete walls are a testament to the 
structures resilience. Rebuilt in 1913 after a fire had 
reduced the original to ash just a year before.160 I thought 
of Emilio Morelli, who arrived from Italy as a bricklayer 
and stayed to become part of the hospital’s lifeblood, first 
with his hands in stone and then in service as an orderly.161  
The walls remember him and the company doctors who 
tended to the miners and families who came seeking care. 

160	 “Buildings of Note,” Copper Cliff Notes, accessed April 24, 2025, https://www.coppercliff-
notes.com/buildings-of-note.html.
161	 Ibid

11. McIntosh Block/ Bank of Toronto   1901    A17     Copper Kettle Guest House                                 A18
Continuing down Serpentine Street, I come across Copper Kettle Guest House, which was once McIntosh Block. Built 
in 1901 this block first housed the Bank of Toronto and bustled with milliners, jewelers, machinists, and tailors.162 Named 
after Henry P. McIntosh, a founder of the Canadian Copper Company, the building carried so many storefronts in its 
brickwork.163

162	  “Serpentine Street,” Copper Cliff Notes, accessed April 25, 2025, https://www.coppercliffnotes.com/serpentine-street.html.
163	 Ibid
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12.  Yellow Club (1888- 1914) / Medical Center 
(Present Day) A19
Standing at the corner of Serpentine and Granite Street
Yellow Club residence was built in 1888 for Canadian 
Copper Company officials, where plans were made and 
dignitaries were hosted.164 Known as the first residential 
clubhouse in Copper Cliff which stood until 1914. After 
its time as a clubhouse, the site evolved and was rebuilt 
as the Toronto Dominion Bank in 1914165 and, in time, 
transformed again into what now stands as the Copper 
Cliff Medical Center. 
164	 The exercise of power in a company town: Copper Cliff, 1886-1980 University of Guelph 
(Canada) ProQuest Dissertations & Theses, 1989. Pg.87	
165	 “Copper Cliff TD Bank Building Future Remains Uncertain | CBC News,” CBCnews, May 5, 
2014, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/copper-cliff-td-bank-building-future-remains-uncer-
tain-1.2632275.

13. Copper Cliff Post Office (1932-1973) / New 
Structure (Present Day) A20
I tried to imagine the old post office that stood here, 
the 1932 structure that quietly vanished in the winter 
of 1973, almost before the town had time to say 
goodbye.166 Locals say it disappeared so quickly, some 
didn’t even realize it was gone until it was too late. I 
find it unfortunate that such a beautiful building, full of 
character and memory was replaced by a modern box 
that serves its function but lacks the sense of soul of what 
came before.

166	 “Buildings of Note,” Copper Cliff Notes, accessed April 24, 2025, https://www.coppercliff-
notes.com/buildings-of-note.html.

14.  Copper Cliff Cultural Heritage Centre      A21   Copper Cliff Fire Hall   1909                                   A22
I was drawn to the lookout tower when I arrived at the Cultural Heritage Centre adjacent to Copper Kettle Guest House 
[See A21] Although the design of the tower was reimagined, I felt the weight of history held in the double-masonry 
walls. I immediately walked into the interior of the building and began climbing the staircase. Each step reminded me 
of the firefighters who once scanned the horizon from this very area. Although the original 50-foot tower no longer rises 
above me, its presence lingers in the preserved footprint. As I make my way to the top the translucent glass glows softly 
around me, inducing a sense of clarity and orientation. 
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15. Copper Cliff Complex/Smelter   1904       A23     A24
Arriving at the Copper Cliff Complex and Smelter, I immediately noticed the hard divide between community and 
industry. Gates, fences, and warning signs forced me to stay at the edge. My only views came through the lens of photos 
A23 and A24. I thought of the East Smelter, first completed just before Christmas in 1888, its early operations delayed 
by construction faults.167 By February 1889, matte from Evans and Stobie mines was being produced, a process that 
would shape the identity of this place for generations. Although there was a fire to the East Smelter in 1902 and it was 
completely destroyed168 crews quickly rebuilt the site and in 1904 the smelter was in full swing.  The towering 
Superstack was constructed later, rising 380 meters into the sky, casting a long silhouette over Regional Road 
55 and the park in Little Italy.169 This giant chimney sits atop the Copper Cliff nickel smelter and is the second 
tallest chimney in the world, exceeded only by a power station chimney in Kazakhstan. The Superstack also has 
the distinction of being the second tallest structure of any type in Canada, ranking behind Toronto’s CN Tower.170

167	 “East Smelter &#38; Johnson Extension,” Copper Cliff Notes, accessed April 25, 2025, https://www.coppercliffnotes.com/east-smelter--johnson-extension.html.
168	 Ibid
169	 Government of ontario | gouvernement de l’ontario, accessed April 25, 2025, https://files.ontario.ca/ndmnrf-geotours-copper-cliff-superstack-en-2021-12-13.pdf.
170	 Ibid

16.  Little Italy/ Italian Club  1934                      A25      A26-A27
The first thing I noticed  walking through Little Italy was the lack of greenery and trees. Instead of lawns, 
porches spilled almost onto the road, and homes clustered in different directions, forming irregular housing 
patterns. As I passed the modest homes, I imagined the early Italian settlers expanding east from the Crows Nest.171 
Turning onto Craig Street, I arrived at the Copper Cliff Italian Club, I pictured Luigia Bargnesi, the founding 
president in 1934, leading the charge to create a space where stories, meals, and memories could be shared.172
171	 The exercise of power in a company town: Copper Cliff, 1886-1980 University of Guelph (Canada) ProQuest Dissertations & Theses, 1989. Pg.171	
172	 “Buildings of Note,” Copper Cliff Notes, accessed April 24, 2025, https://www.coppercliffnotes.com/buildings-of-note.html.
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17. Copper Cliff Lookout Tower                          A28     A29
The rocks beneath my feet are blackened and scarred, weathered by decades of sulphuric acid drifting from the 
Inco smelter and the once-blazing roast beds.173 These rocks hold memories from the early 1960s, when climbing and 
playing around the massive outcroppings was a very common activity.174 Rising above this landscape, the lookout tower is 
nestled in the heart of Little Italy. Each level of the seven-floor tower creates a building anticipation. As 
I reach the top of the tower, I notice the regreening of the once-devastated wastelands stretching out 
in various patches of green. As I turn around I see the Vale Complex, superstack and smelter in the distance. 
This was the perfect stop to end the journey, with a full view of what was and what is beginning to grow again. 
173	 Accent: Little has changed in Little Italy | sudbury star, accessed April 25, 2025, https://www.thesudburystar.com/news/local-news/accent-little-has-changed-in-little-italy.
174	 Ibid 
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